Press Statement, 11 August 2025

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NATIONAL UNION OF MINEWORKERS (NUM) REFUTES SUNDAY WORLD
ARTICLE

The National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) today released a statement to
categorically distance itself from a recent article published by the Sunday
World newspaper, titled “NUM dumps ANC ahead of next year's crucial
municipal elections.”

The NUM wishes to state unequivocally that the content of this article is
misleading and does not represent the official position of the union. The NUM
has never decided on any of its congresses to "dump" the African National
Congress (ANC).

A resolution adopted by the NUM affirms the union's commitment to the
tripartite alliance. The NUM believes it cannot divide the alliance and its
members and, by extension, its own membership, many of whom are loyal and
dual members of the ANC and South African Communist Party (SACP). Our
members continue to support the tripartite alliance as a united front and are
not prepared to choose between the ANC and the SACP.

The union's official position, as per its resolution, is to reaffirm its support for
the tripartite alliance. At the same time, the resolution empowers NUM
members to exercise their democratic right to vote for the party of their choice
in the upcoming municipal elections next year. The NUM acknowledges and
respect that some of its members belongs to other political formations. This
principle of individual choice is a fundamental tenet of our democracy and is
respected within the union.

The NUM calls on all media outlets to report accurately on the union’s official
resolutions and to verify information before publication.
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